Feedback From A User

Post by “Lee” of January 19, 2020 at 11:57 PM

Hello Cassius. Your answer was helpful as always.

Quote from Cassius

The first think |1 would focus on is the part of the question "how can the swerve
account...." | don't think that the swerve "accounts" for free will as much as it "allows"
for free will. There is no explanation offered for the mechanism of the swerve in
Lucretius, and it is strictly a logical deduction of the "it must be" variety in order to
explain how atoms began bouncing rather than continuing in straight lines in the first
place, plus as you say accounting for the fact that we observe that we do have some
degree of agency / control over our actions.

There really is no attempt to explain a precise mechanism other than to relate
speculations about atoms of "soul" or "spirit" being particularly smooth and light and
relating atomic aspects like that to particular dispositions of particular animals.

| now better understanding what level of precision to expect from the theory of The Swerve.
The fact that we do not have a more detailed account from Epicurus is understandable given
that even with the scientific progress in our time we still debate the phenomenon of human
agency. It is even now common for people to doubt it exists.

The Thomas Jefferson passage you shared was delightful! His substantial intellectual talents
always impress me. | will take your advice and read Frances Wright's A Few Days in Athens
Chapter 15 and Cooper's "The Scripture Doctrine of Materialism®”. | wish there were more free
hours in the day to devote to all the delectable readings you are suggesting. [T]
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