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Right now, I am reading "The Biology of Wonder" by Andreas Weber-- only midway through, but
I was thrilled to learn that there are biologists who now recognize that subjectivity is not just a
side effect of organic matter (living organisms) but integral to it. No study of organisms which
attempts to segregate behavior from subjective experience and feeling is complete. He talks
about not just mechanical evolutionary selection for fitness but the organism's own internal
drive for existence -- and about behavior being driven by pleasure. Matter which can
subjectively choose has to be recognized as different from matter which cannot- and it has to
be researched with that recognition. I'm going to email the author when I'm done and ask if he
is interested in how the science agrees with Epicurean Philosophy!

IMO, biology is part of physics and has been artificially divided.

I don't think Epicurus' literal description of the swerve has turned out accurate, but the general
understanding that the future is not pre-determined is still the prevailing view-- and that is what
I personally would take away from his thoughts about the swerve. The current prevailing view
in physics is that future events are probabilistic. Exactly how that works, we don't know. Exactly
how matter which can experience itself participates in those probabilities, we don't know. We
do know it is not in the form of a ghost in a machine, because there's no interface for that--
which rules out the kind of free will almost all modern people are talking about, where they
imagine choices of a self which has become completely unhinged from prior events. It is more
like what we call agency. But nobody yet has any idea how that is accomplished.

If the future were predetermined, however, even agency would be an illusion.
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