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Quote from Cassius

I know I have seen one or more of the commentators suggest that Cicero really swung
into anti-Epicurean mode after his daughter died, with the implication being that he just
wasn't able to handle that.

I know how hostile Cicero was to Epicureanism. But since I also know he was a skeptic, I'm
confident he presented basic Epicurean philosophy using authority information from Epicureans
represented by Torquatus. This is not different from the way we attack a particular philosophy
today. Before we do the attack, we get information from authority sources so that our criticism
is valid and not based on opinion or supposed understanding of that philosophy. But if Cicero
were not a skeptic, it would be a different story. Like for instance, I would think twice if I should
learn what Christianity is based on what Nietzsche was trying to tell the world.
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