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Quote from Mike Anyayahan

That is something I should consider, too. On the other hand, I'm not used to Ad
Hominem. I care less about the intention. Rather, I am more interested in the context
and condition.

I think it is generally admirable to take that attitude, but unfortunately a deadly mistake,
because many people (not all) do twist and turn and misrepresent the "truth" to suit their own
purposes. Many people are honestly mistaken, but many are not, and those seem to be the
ones who exert the most energy in manipulating other people. Even Epicurean philosophy, if
you don't keep the fundamentals of the nature of the universe in mind, can be used to argue
that ethics position X, Y, or Z is what "everyone" should adopt.

Personally, Mike, some years ago I came to the conclusion that virtually EVERYTHING I was ever
taught from birth until graduating from college about religion, ethics, philosophy, economics,
and much of the rest was somewhere between largely inaccurate and downright lie. But I am
not a cynical or pessimistic person, and I don't think it had to be that way in the past, or has to
be that way in the future. There HAVE BEEN people like Epicurus who seem truly benevolent
and committed to being truthful. But such people have not written the history books, they
haven't written the school textbooks, they haven't written most of the philosophy books, and
they don't control the media or the government or any other institution of modern society.

The ultimate battleground so far is going to prove to be the internet, where the orthodox
academic establishment does not currently have total control of the flow of information. But
they are working on that, and it's important for "dissenters" to take advantage of this
opportunity while it is available.
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