Glossary - What is the Epicurean Definition of
"Pleasure?"”

Post by “Cassius” of January 18, 2020 at 10:00 AM

Quote from Mike Anyayahan

only because Torquatus describes the highest pleasure

Exactly! CICERO is the culprit (not Torgquatus the real person, who was evidently a good
Epicurean). [Edit: Or at least Cicero was one of the first culprits, or the most effective culprits,
or the most relevant culprit, because it is HIS work which survived.]

I've always been very sympathetic to Cicero but when | consider his writings in this context my
sympathy for his eventually "losing his head" is somewhat diminished. =

Edit 2: There are also troublesome passages in the letter to Menoeceus, but those can be
explained away by reference to context. Epicurus himself certainly was not intending to
confuse. Cicero definitely WAS intending to confuse.
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