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19.3.3. If this is right two things follow: first, kinetic

gasures are not a different kind of pleasure from katastem-
atic ones; they too are sensory and are a matler of some part
of the organism operating properly. When one quenches one s
thirst some parts of the organism are working naturally, some
not, and there is a steady increase in the area of natural
operation; but no different account of the nature of pleasure
is needed. Secondly, one would not on this account expect
Epicurus to lay great stress on kinetic pleasure in the eXpo-
sition of his views, except in the polemical context suggested.
Otherwise one would not look for any prime role for the
distinction in Epicurean theory. This commits us to dis-
counting in large measure the testimony of Licero, and we
shall aim to do that in due course,

19.5.4. It is perhaps worth emphasizing that any view on
this subject owes us an account of Epicurus’ choice of
terminology. On the more traditional view one has to
suppose that ‘kinetic’ is chosen because Epicurus has an
account of perception in terms of the movement (kinésis) of
atoms. The trouble with this is that Epicurus’ account of the
organism quite generally is in terms of the movements of
atoms, so that it is difficult to know what ‘katastematic’ is

¢ and katastematic pleasure
relates to this "quenching" /
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referring to. This might tempt one to Merlan’s version of the
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