
Glossary - What is the Epicurean Definition of
"Pleasure?"
Post by “Cassius” of January 18, 2020 at 7:12 AM

Quote from elli

For Epicurus, as he observed the phenomena and our nature there is not, for him, in a
duration of time, an absolute, objective, and perfect pleasure or an absolute, objective
and perfect pain. As, there is not for him an absolute, objective and perfect
justice/beauty/honesty etc.

I agree with this too, and think it is a very important point. "Perfect pleasure" is probably a
useful term to indicate "pure pleasure" (a condition of pleasurable experience when you are
conscious of no simultaneous pains) but not to indicate that there is a ranking in types of
pleasure indicating a single type of experience that is better than all others (that is it would be
incorrect to pick out a single experience "the taste of apple pie" and hold it to be the "best" or
"perfect pleasure.")
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