
Glossary - What is the Epicurean Definition of
"Pleasure?"
Post by “Cassius” of January 16, 2020 at 2:58 PM

Quote from elli

for the purpose to give us with clarity what was the classic greek world that inspired
the classic roman world.

Yes clarity is the issue! "Eudaemonia" spoken and used by Elli in explaining the benefits of the
wisdom of Epicurus is a wonderful and clarifying thing. "Eudaemonia" or "ataraxia" or "aponia"
spoken and written by a philosophy professor in a manner used to imply that the concept of the
best life can only be understood by a Greek - or more precisely, only understood by a Doctor of
Philosophy with a degree from a University -- is a very bad and misleading thing.

A professor who insists that only the original word form is acceptable the modern equivalent of
Plato saying  "Let no one ignorant of Geometry enter here!"  

So I would contend that one need not know a word of Greek to understand Epicurus, or a word
of German to understand Nietzsche, or a word of French to understand Gassendi, or a word of
English to understand Jefferson. It certainly helps, though, to make sure that we aren't being
misled by the translators and commentators!

But of course, I will definitely admit that if we never learn Greek we will never be able to speak
with the gods, even if we could reach them in the intermundia! 
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