Glossary - What is the Epicurean Definition of
"Pleasure?"”

Post by “Mike Anyayahan” of January 15, 2020 at 11:15 AM

| am beginning to see that pleasure and happiness are two different things, and it seems that
happiness is a somewhat remote state as compared to mental pleasure. It appears to me that
happiness is a circumstance while pleasure is a kind of feeling. Torquatus said that the greatest
pleasure of the mind is a contributor to happiness. This implies a connection of two different
things.

In the last paragraph of part XVIl of Book 1 of On Ends, Torquatus said "This is now entirely
evident, that the very greatest pleasure or annoyance of the mind contributes more to making
life happy or miserable..."

And with regard to my previous comment that the absence of pain does not necessarily mean
pleasure, Torquatus has the same explanation when he said in the same paragraph that "...we
affirm that men do rejoice at getting rid of pain even if no pleasure, which can affect the
senses, succeeds."

In other words, pleasure and happiness are not the same thing while pleasure and the absence
of pain are two different states as well.
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