Glossary - What is the Epicurean Definition of
"Pleasure?"”

Post by “Cassius” of January 15, 2020 at 11:08 AM

Quote from Oscar

We humans are animals (apparently this truth makes Texans especially
uncomfortable). But it's also true that we humans are unique, in many respects,
relative to the rest of life -- for the better and for the worse!

I was thinking about this very point earlier today. Once again | think precision is key. If by
"unique" would be meant some kind of bright dividing line by which humans are of a different
essential nature, or that humans have some kind of divine spark that ants (for example) do not,
then | think that would be incorrect. | think the proper view would be that life exists on a
spectrum, with humans occupying the most sophisticated intellectual role that we are currently
aware of, but that there is no chasm/bright line/ difference in nature between humans and
higher animals, all of which are on the same spectrum of "life." What do you think of that way
of phrasing it?

The idea that humans are of some kind of unique higher nature that makes it cosmically special
is inherent in Cicero's argument, and | think that argument must be held to fail.
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