Vaughn (Lewis) - "Living Philosophy"

Post by “Hiram” of January 14, 2020 at 3:38 PM

Quote from Cassius

| suspect Metrodorus would view this statement, as | do, as fairly ridiculous. No action
or tool is "intrinsically" a pleasure, unless it is some form of pleasure itself. So
Metrodorus would never call ANYTHING a "preferred indifferent" which is a peculiarly
Stoic manner of talking in fairly ridiculous terms -- not terminology an Epicurean would
use -- only someone who likes talking in pretzels, like the Stoics love to do.

Yes, that seems like something that the author who was commenting on the Philodeman scroll
may have been saying, not something Metrodorus would have said. However, it's not
inaccurate to say that Metrodorus would have "preferred" wealth over poverty, particularly
considering that he was VERY concerned with autarchy.

It would_ be inaccurate to classify wealth as an "indifferent" good from an Epicurean
perspective. Philodemus classifies "the natural measure of wealth" as that which is needed to
secure what is natural and necessary, and anything beyond that we can assume qualifies as
natural and unnecessary wealth. Indifference is not a qualifier to us.
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