Two Types?

Post by “Elayne” of January 10, 2020 at 7:16 AM

Oscar, the idea of creators is not ¢/w "nothing comes from nothing", because then the creators
would have come from nothing.

If the creators were themselves material, then they did not create the particles they came from.
They could not create themselves, because they'd have to have existed before material
reality-- and that's supernatural. You would then have to explain how those particles came
about.

You could imagine that they created other things and beings, but where did they get the raw
material? They could not create it from nothing. Humans can move dirt around and even clone
animals or do genetic engineering-- we create in many senses, but we do not create anything
from nothing.

So there is no possible way for material beings to have created the universe from scratch.

The other option is supernatural. So then you have non material gods producing matter from
nothing, which violates the nothing comes from nothing observation. And how would a
nonmaterial being interact with matter? What's the interface, which would have to be present
to both non-material and material beings? Woowoo folks say energy, but energy is part of the
material universe. It's material. Then you'd have to loop around to the beginning and say where
did the energy come from? The gods could not have created energy from nothing either!

The creator idea is one of the easiest to remove if you agree that matter/energy can't come
from nothing.

Which means if you believe the universe had creators, you do not accept that nothing comes
from nothing.

I am not like Cassius on this point, in that | do think there are beliefs that make a person not
Epicurean. If we obtained firm evidence that something can come from nothing, which requires
supernatural/non material action, | think that would unravel his philosophy. It would mean there
is a whole non material realm which not only exists but which can create and mess with matter.
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It would mean we can't know there's no absolute perspective or ethics, because supernatural
beings, as outside the material universe, could have a view of the whole from the outside that

we can never have. | feel confident in saying that is not Epicurean.

These are the inevitable implications of nothing comes from nothing. | encourage you to
become firm on that point, because if you don't, you are faced with supernaturalism.
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