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Also Mike, this is why I so strongly urge people to read DeWitt very early on. His Chapter 13 on
this topic should answer most all of your questions about this. You may not agree with the
answers, and you may still think that such beings don't exist, etc., but you ought to at least
hear an explanation of Epicurean gods written from a sympathetic source who makes an effort
to explain the subject without ridiculing it, or presuming Epicurus was a liar, a coward, etc --
which is the implication of most of the theories you will read from other writers.

You (Mike) have been reading a lot about Epicurus and apparently you've not yet come across a
sympathetic treatment of Epicurus' approach to gods. That is the kind of problem that really
makes my blood boil (not at you, of course!). The world is full of commentaries on Epicurus but
almost none of them are willing to write a sympathetic recreation of the Epicurean argument.
And that's one reason we are talking about this in the context of a list of tenets of a "Society of
Epicurus." It would certainly not be acceptable to me to be a member of a society that held that
Epicurus was a liar or a coward and simply trying to avoid the fate of Socrates.

Only Norman DeWitt seems to have been willing to treat Epicurus fairly and respectfully, and
for his trouble Norman DeWitt is effectively blacklisted by every other commentator. Everyone
ought to think very very seriously about the meaning of this ostracism of DeWitt and what it
means about what they are reading about Epicurus in other sources.
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