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Yes I am going to watch this later but I agree with Elayne, and the part you quoted Oscar seems
very unfair to me. I suspect that this is overblown, even to some extent this from DeWitt:

Quote from Oscar

“His handbooks of doctrine were carried about like breviaries; his sayings were
esteemed as if oracles and committed to memory as if Articles of Faith. His published
letters were cherished as if epistles of an apostle. Pledges were taken to live obedient
to his precepts. On the twentieth day of every month his followers assembled to
perform solemn rites in honour of his memory, a sort of sacrament” - Dr. N.W. DeWitt
concerning the most revered and the most reviled of all founders of thought in the
Graeco-Roman world

To be charitable I would think that this might apply to SOME people, or might apply to YOUNG
people who were being trained at younger ages, but I do not think that it is likely accurate to
broad-brush the entire school as overly cultish.

I think it is very possible to respect and admire someone and give them the benefit of the doubt
when you aren't sure of something yourself, without giving up your own mind and feelings and
your own senses and your own evidence, especially when the core of what that person is
teaching you is that you MUST use your own mind and feelings and senses to weigh the
evidence, since that is how he came up with the philosophy in the first place.

Just to be clear I am not saying that you Oscar have a false view, I am saying that I see in a lot
of commentators, especially the more Stoic-minded ones, the tendency to see Epicureans in an
unflattering way, which in my mind is likely caused by the fact that they disagree so strongly
with Epicurean viewpoints on religion, ethics, etc.
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