
Creative Assistance Needed! "The Twelve Days of
Class With Epicurus"
Post by “Cassius” of January 4, 2020 at 10:20 PM

Thanks Oscar!

on this one -

Quote from Oscar

"Atoms in a body can be more than one type" to "atom's types are plenty"

I was afraid I was already getting to far away from what appears to be the point:

PN 04 "Solid bodies are either compounds or simple."

I need to look back at the intent of that one, which seems to be separate and distinct from

PN 12 - "The number of the different shapes is not infinite, merely innumerable."

In other words, it may be that 4 is making such a different point than 12 that it might not be
appropriate simply to say "there are lots of different types of atoms. Without going back to
DeWitt as I type this, I seem to remember that he was thinking that it was important to
Lucretius / Epicurus to note the existence of heaps of atoms of the same type, such as "pure
gold" or anything else composed of a single element. Now offhand I can't think of what the
significance of that would be, but I'll go back to dewitt and see what I can find, and also
compare the letter to Herodotus and try to find the section in Lucretius that would involve this
issue.

I definitely remember reading the part about why the atoms can't be infinite in shape - because
we know that the shapes don't get large enough for us to observe a single atom -- eveything
that rises to what we see (is this the meaning of the "shores of light phrase"?) can be split, so i
think that's the observation that proves the rule that a single atom itself never rises to the size
of being visible.

But following on our recent conversation about how Epicurus was intent on his anti-Platonism,
there may be a reason why it would be important to note that a visible body may be composed
of atoms of only a single type.

Anyone have any ideas?

Note: It's possible that DeWitt has this wrong, since his is a reconstruction, but again I need to
check the text.....
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