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What Comte called the metaphysical stage was for Epicurus repre-
sented by Plato and in part by Aristotle. Phenomena were separated
from matter and regarded as separate entities. Form was separated from
substance and in Plato’s theory of ideas was esteemed as the real exist-
ence. This meant, as Epicurean ridicule tauntingly insisted, that
“horseness” was a real existence but horses were mere apparitions. It
seemed less unreasonable, perhaps, to think of justice as existing apart
from conduct, public or private. On the physical level the difference
between this stage of thought and the next is aptly exemplified in the
case of color. Theophrastus believed it to have a separate existence
while Epicurus explained it as arising from the arrangement and mo-

tons of the atoms comprising the compound, being close to the truth,
as so often.
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