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Post by “Cassius” of January 3, 2020 at 8:19 AM

Interesting comment from Wikipedia that Socrates was himself not impressed with
"essentialism." My understanding of Aristotle echo's Dawkins comments - that Aristotle merely
transferred the location of the ideal "essence" from the Plato's otherworldly realm of ideas into
*this* world - postulating, for example, that there is an "essence" of yellow in all yellow things.
And that this view is a major target of the portions of the Epicurean texts which attack the idea
that qualities of objects arise from anything permanent within them. (This is also mentioned in
Frances Wright's "A Few Days In Athens" as to color, if | recall.)

Essentralism

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

For the 2014 book, see Essentialism: The Discipfined Pursuit of Less,
Not to be confsed with Existentialism.

Essentialism is the view thet every entity has a set of attrbutes that are necessary tots dentity and function [/ n early Western thought, Plato's dealism held
that all things have sich an "essence"—an idea’ or 'form". In Categoris, Aristotle similarly proposed that all objects have a substance that, as George Lakoff put
t,"make the thing what it is, and without which it would be not that kind ofthing" 2 The contrary view—non-essentialsm—denies the need to poit such an
"essence”,

Essentialism has been controversial rom ts beginning. Plato, in the Parmenices Dialogue, depicts Socrates questioning the notion, suqgesting that if we accept the
dea that every beautiful thing or Just action partakes of an essence to be beautiful or ust, we must also accept the "existence of Separate essences for har, mud,
and dirt" %I biology and other natural sciences,essentialism provided the ratonale fortaxonomy at least untl the time of Chares Darwin* the role and
importance ofessentiasm n bioogy s tlla matter of debate”
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