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Elli is there not some controversy as to whether the Philodemus who wrote those love poems is
the same person as the Philosopher? I presume they are the same person but it seems I have
read that somewhere - maybe not. I do remember that one or more of the poems has some
clear Epicurean references so presumably it's the same person.

But there seems to me to be a *lot* of uncertainty about the Philodemus material. It may
appear that he was a less orthodox Epicurean than Lucretius, but my position would be that we
just have to be very careful reaching broad conclusions from fragmentary reconstructed texts.
So I guess my view is that I don't think I am ready to criticize Philodemus, but I am *very*
skeptical of the fragmentary reconstructions, and I personally would never accept something
that appears to deviate from a logical extension of a more reliable text. And what I mean is that
I would not accept it as reliably established as being what Philodemus meant to convey.

And that's my real issue with so much of the Philodemus material that Hiram quotes -- it's just
not based on as reliable a foundation as are the more established texts, so any apparent
deviations are more likely to be the result of translator speculation or bias as it is from
Philodemus himself. If Philodemus had a reputation in the ancient world for deviating from
Epicurus in specific areas then that would give us more to go on, but if that exists I am not
aware of it.
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