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Quote from Cassius

This reminds me of a point I may have omitted to make before: I have a problem with
the terminology "the chief goods." I do not recall this phrasing in the Epicurean texts,
and it implies that there is a list of "goods" which is higher or more important than
others. I think that's a repetition of the same issue commented on before.

...

The bottom line here is that i suspect that "chief good" is just a phase that has been
picked up for convenience in Society of Epicurus discussion rather than being based on
a clear text. As always, please correct me if I am incorrect.

The doctrine of the "kyriotatai" (= chief goods) was articulated in Philodemus' scroll "On
Choices and Avoidances". He was adamant that we should keep the distinction between these
natural and necessary goods and vain ones in our minds.

I don't have this in front of me but we have to keep in mind that many of these scrolls were
notes that Philodemus took while studying under Zeno of Sidon, who was the Scholarch at the
time, so this would have been part of how the teaching was imparted to him.
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