
Discussion of the Society of Epicurus' 20 Tenets of
12/21/19
Post by “Hiram” of January 2, 2020 at 9:46 AM

Quote from Oscar

Cassius

Hiram, I personally do not subscribe to nor view myself as belonging to the continental
tradition. I presume you're aware of the split between analytical and continental
philosophy.

... I'm concerned with anti-natalist thinkers (would you say Onfray is in that camp?) who
think: "I wish I'd never been born" - since, I'm happy to be born and happy to live my
life with pleasure.

I am unfamiliar with the differences between the analytical / continental traditions, but
European intellectuals have WIDELY divergent views and it's not too easy to categorize them
all. I only have some familiarity with a few of the existentialists (Nietzsche, Sartre), and I know
OF the German idealists and the Marxist tradition but not too in depth.

Also, Onfray has a variety of interests, not only Epicurus--which makes classification even more
difficult. He is also Nietzschean. No one claims he's ONLY Epicurean in his interests. But he's
most likely the most vocal defender of Epicurus and the most vocal enemy of Plato in the world
today.

If Onfray ever expressed "I wish I had never been born" at one point, he may have changed his
mind during his intellectual evolution. I know that DURING HIS CATHOLIC UPBRINGING, the
Church made him feel like life wasn't worth living, and he goes into his biography and how
much damage he suffered by the Church (they sent him to a Catholic boarding school where he
was emotionally, physically, and psychologically abused) in the first chapter of Hedonist
Manifesto.
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