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Yes, and I should say also that the specific social actions you endorse, Hiram, are often ones I
agree with. As Cassius says, I just don't leap there by saying these are the things Epicurus
would recognize for anyone in a given situation. Instead, humans have different preferences.

There could be Epicurean groups endorsing the opposite actions from yours, made of
individuals who came to the same conclusions for their pleasure.

The way you frame it is as if your desired behaviors apply to all Epicureans, and that's not true.

I used to get frustrated when talking to people about policies we both wanted, like a certain
piece of legislation, because they assumed I endorsed their reasons for it. "It causes the most
pleasure for the most people", they'd say, "and that's why we want it." And I'd say "no, I want
it, but not for that reason-- I hate utilitarianism-- it's cold and unfeeling. It leaves out who these
others are." We could still agree to do it, but not on the reasons. This feels similar.

1https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1330-soe13-the-goal-of-religion/?postID=5725#post5725

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1330-soe13-the-goal-of-religion/?postID=5725#post5725

