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I agree with Elayne's comments and there is probably a lot more here to be unpacked.

I would first start however with the point that the Philodemus material is by no means as well
established as the other core material including Lucretius. I presume you are referring to Dirk
Obbink (sp?) material and I would simply not be willing to take material like that as confidently
established without looking at exact pages and reference material to see what he had to go by
in reconstructing his version. How much of the word being translated as "effortless" really
survives, and how much is reconstructed? And what does survive, has Dirk himself seen the
original, or is this itself reconstruction from 200+ year old material that all we have is penciled
versions with who knows what level of accuracy?

I suspect that reconciliation could be done to bring "effortless" into consistency with the rest of
the philosophy, but I just don't think it is a very good idea to place so much emphasis on such
slender material.

And I also think that summarizing the point being made really comes across in " The goal of
religion is the experience of pure, effortless pleasure."

The words "religion" and "pure" and "effortless" would all require explanation to make sense,
and I would not think much is being accomplished with a summary that is so unclear absent
explanation.
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