Discussion of the Society of Epicurus' 20 Tenets of
12/21/19

Post by “Hiram” of December 30, 2019 at 11:37 AM

Quote from Elayne

However, as long as you think in an idealist way and are actively promoting this as
a way to view reality, that is going to be unpleasant to me. ..

If you changed your way of thinking such that you adopted a realist
philosophy,..

By that definition, which is described by Epicurus but which | developed by my own
experience with beloved friends, you and | are not friends. But | will agree to leave that
possibility open, depending on how you treat me and those whose pleasure is
entangled in mine from here forward.

| still can't wrap my head around your categorization of "idealist" after six years of work in
positing what Onfray calls "a counter-history of philosophy from the perspective of the friends
of Epicurus and the enemies of Plato". Maybe you have considered my willingness at some
point or another to consider other people's views as my agreeing with them? | just don't see
what you're even talking about.

Also, for the record, | know that "Epicurus-only fundamentalist" is something that will sound
derisive maybe to someone looking from the outside, but | honestly think that Cassius is happy
to adopt this label for himself (and maybe others will too) because he is adamant that that is
his view: for instance, when he says "Epicurus didn't use this or that word", this is what he
means to say. So among us it is clear that your project and agenda is different from mine in this
regard, and it's useful to name it so that we can clearly establish that our work differs from
each other.

Either way, it's true that we are clearly not friends, and | would also like to leave the door open
to friendship in the future, with the understanding that we will be working on separate projects
and that our disagreements are sincere and not merely an artifact of ill-will. First: we will
disrupt our own pleasure while studying EP, but the founders said that with philosophy unlike
other activities the pleasure and the learning come at the same time, so we'd be doing it the
wrong way. And second: People who hate EP will use the abuse that they see among the
Epicureans to turn around and say: "See how nasty they are? This is how the Epicureans treat
each other"--which doesn't serve the teaching mission of the Gardens, and which makes us look
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as if we're incapable of living the principles of the philosophy.
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