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I should have said more about this, but I think I missed the point because my first reaction to
Oscar's comment was that it was funny. More that being funny, observing that application may
be "disorganized" is EXACTLY what I think. I think it's the nature of the universe that living
things experience pleasure in ways that are both (1) broadly similar among species and (2)
widely variable within those limits for individuals of the same species. And that means that
there are going to be very many individual "takes" on how to apply Epicurean philosophy. I
would like to think that we can bring a certain degree of organization to it, and that it definitely
not be "chaotic" (at least under some definitions of that word) but there is no way everyone is
going to see things the same way on everything.

And I see this as one of the major differences in perspective that is behind these discussions. I
find myself regularly making the point that we should not expect everyone to come to the same
conclusions about how pursue pleasure. I think part of the reason I find myself doing that
because I get the impression from posts at Society of Epicurus seem to imply that everyone
should pursue things in at least broadly similar ways (such as the "golden rule" comments).

I doubt I need to elaborate much further again because I have make the same point earlier in
this thread, but that's why I don't want people to get too disconcerted over the disagreements
they are reading in this thread. By trying to enforce rules against "politics" we can try to keep
focused on higher-level issues that allow the widest possible big tent. But at the same time, real
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people have real feelings and specific interests that they want to talk about. The rub is that the
more specific they get about controversial issues (as does Catherine Wilson or other "humanist"
writing) then the more we're going to have disputes need to form separate initiatives.

That's natural and to be expected, just as Oscar implies, and need not be a source of personal
animosity.
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