
Discussion of the Society of Epicurus' 20 Tenets of
12/21/19
Post by “Cassius” of December 28, 2019 at 8:03 AM

OK as to the points raised in the other posts by Elayne and Elli in the last 24 hours: there is a lot
of background context to this discussion which may not be appropriate to explain further for
this thread. On the other hand it "may" be appropriate, too, depending on whether one of the
participants or someone reading it wants to discuss and learn from the details for more than
just an unproductive desire to air unpleasantness. I can address any details as appropriate.

For now I think the basic point I want to make is that my reading of the history is consistent
with Elli's and Elayne's interpretation of it. Elli goes almost as far back with Hiram as do I, so
she has watched the situation over the years and knows it clearly. Elayne brings a fresh and
quickly insightful perspective to evaluating where we are. It is clear to me that she expresses a
justifiable frustration with the situation because as we have advanced in clarity over the years
of study, the contradictions that might not have been quite so apparent years ago are now
much more visible and easy to see. Elayne sees the contradictions and is working vigorously to
deal with them, as we all should, regardless of pre-existing relationships.

Those of us who are committed to promoting Epicurus as he was understood "classically," as a
mortal enemy of Stoic emotionlessness and Platonic idealism, are in a distinct minority. It is
necessary for us to stick together cooperatively wherever and whenever possible. And that
means that watering down the philosophy for the sake of appealing to its enemies, which we do
when we compromise with the many variants of humanism, is a very negative thing that needs
to be called out as such.

What rumbles beneath the surface here is a continuing struggle against humanism / idealism /
stoicism that isn't going to go away, and isn't going to be fixed by finding some kind of middle
ground or papering over the canyon between the opposing perspectives.
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