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Post by “Cassius” of December 28, 2019 at 7:27 AM

Quote from Godfrey

| don't want to become a nuclear physicist but | think it's a fertile topic for study and
discussion.

As you say Godfrey this needs a thread of its own. As | understand the point, | too think that
Epicurus would say that you don't want or need to become a nuclear physicist. The issue
revolves more around what | understand to have been the logic games that the philosophers
had been playing with infinite divisibility, relating too to the issue of questions like how it would
be impossible to walk across a room because the distance could be looked as as always
decreasing by half (poor summary but as you say - needs a different thread). | think this was an
area that derives more from "it must be the case" deduction, just like the swerve of the atom.
The very act of discussing it is what Epicurus advised too, because knowing that there are
reasonable theories which explain things without the existence of supernatural gods goes a
long way toward toward the peace of mind of all of us who are not, and never will be, nuclear
physicists. And that's not to mention the peace of mind needed by the nuclear physicists
themselves, who themselves do not know, and will never know "ultimate" answers.

Godfrey have you read any Victor Stenger? | know that Alex says that his physics books are
very good and at least largely compatible with Epicurus, but | have not found the time to read
them myself so | cannot verify that personally.

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1319-discussion-of-the-society-of-epicurus-20-tenets-of-12-21-
19/?postID=5635#post5635 1



https://www.epicureanfriends.com/index.php?thread/1319-discussion-of-the-society-of-epicurus-20-tenets-of-12-21-19/&postID=5630#post5630
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1319-discussion-of-the-society-of-epicurus-20-tenets-of-12-21-19/?postID=5635#post5635
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1319-discussion-of-the-society-of-epicurus-20-tenets-of-12-21-19/?postID=5635#post5635

