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First, fwiw I find this discussion quite valuable in challenging and clarifying my understanding.

Elli as one who knows nothing about Greek, I've been curious about that word autarchy so
thanks for that clarification.

Quote

Objection to SOE6: There is a component to this that was essential to Epicurus and is
controversial, and that is the issue about whether the elemental particles are
themselves indivisible. Epicurus appears to have held that indivisibility is essential for a
number of reasons, most apparently leading to to the need to point to something that
is ultimately unchanging in order for the regularity we see in the universe to be
grounded in nature and not in supernatural gods. I agree with him that the issue of
indivisibility is critical and needs to be explicitly stated.

This is best split off into another thread: my sketchy understanding of atomic/subatomic
particles ends at around 1978. What current sources of information are there on the subject
that are comprehensible to a layman? I think some study of this would be useful in order to
examine how current thinking aligns with Epicurus' conception of atoms. Much of the current
understanding seems to be theoretical, as was Epicurus'. I don't want to become a nuclear
physicist but I think it's a fertile topic for study and discussion. Particles, waves, energy,
theoretical process... enough science to contribute to the philosophy. (I think we've touched on
this elsewhere but I haven't tracked it down yet.)
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