
Discussion of the Society of Epicurus' 20 Tenets of
12/21/19
Post by “Hiram” of December 23, 2019 at 4:11 PM

Quote from Cassius

As we talk about this I would be interested in more background about the purpose of
the statement.

...

There's been a flurry of activity in the Spanish group and page, and a new member from
Venezuela. This has brought up, again, the questions of how to best organize a few people who
are willing to work together to promote EP in a more or less decentralized manner, and also
WHO to include. We had decided years ago on the writing of three essays as requirement for
membership, in order to ensure that a new member has a good basic grasp of EP before they
can start writing as "member of SoFE", so that continues.

(Actually, Jesús' essay was extremely well written and reassuring, because it shows me that we
now have enough content online in Spanish to produce a solid intellectual foundation in a
sincere student).

I presented the Tenets in the SoE group with other admins, and to Charles before he joined, and
had Jesús translate into Spanish and give feedback (my own Outline of EP served as first draft).
Society of Epicurus has as a goal to continue the teaching mission of the Epicurean gardens and
to ensure the continuity of EP for the benefit of future generations, so I'm mainly interested in
creating group of peers who will be friendly to each other and will provide each other feedback
in the process of content creation and translation--which is now becoming a major component
of what we do. (We are beginning to work on translating DeWitt's "Procedures of Epicurean
groups"). Ideally, I want to join forces mainly with other Epicurean content creators and
translators, but obviously not everyone who thinks of themselves as Epicurean will be
interested in being part of a group of peers like SoFE, or will agree with how we articulate our
views.

The goals of the Tenets are also articulated in the opening statement (connect theory and
practice, organize the teachings, which would help with a more focused study of specific
aspects), and the closing tenets on friendship and mutual benefit deal with how we interact and
"philos" (friendship) serves to justify the teaching mission.

So that would be the "framework" for the Tenets. Actually I remember that when we were
working more closely together, you frequently encouraged the establishment of some sort of
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Tenets, but when proposed, we never were able to agree (I think at one point we were working
on a "Constitution of SoFE"). Either way, I believe clear that there should be many separate
groups working separately based on separate guidelines in order to maximize efficiency (or, in
the case of French-speaking people, to focus on Onfray, Vanaigem, and other continental
intellectuals), and this is what my own "working group" is doing. The Tenets seems to me,
mostly, common sense.

(Also, I've frequently raised the question of continuity, and after the death of Erik Anderson and
of Iaako and all the things that happened after and the Facebook groups that disappeared after
it became obvious that my concerns were legitimate)

As a non-SoFE-member, your feedback is obviously unnecessary, and I know that you will have
disagreements w the Tenets, but I still welcome your feedback if you offer and I don't consider
it disparaging of you to criticize them, just for the record.
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