Discussion of the Society of Epicurus' 20 Tenets of
12/21/19

Post by “Elayne” of December 23, 2019 at 3:02 PM

When reading the texts, | think it is critical to take everything in context of the whole. | have no
sense that Epicurus meant that "advantages" could be anything other than related to pleasure,
since there is no other definition of good. It does make it hard for someone to grasp, if they
don't get a feel for the whole philosophy. So | strongly recommend that any brief list of Tenets
should stick closely to language of pleasure and not create confusion. | don't think Epicurus'
words are confusing when read in the context of his whole work, but there are definitely some
problems with proof-texting out of context. If you decide to leave these in, | think a reminder
that there is no other standard but pleasure as the good is very important-- that you are never
replacing it with these alternative concepts. Otherwise you are unnecessarily complicating
something that is ultimately very simple and straightforward.
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