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Quote from Elayne

For 3, I think he is talking about something a little different but related to what you are
saying. We don't have enough info to be sure, so it is hard for me to see making that a
Tenet. When you say "what it is", this seems to be verging on calling the prolepses
conceptual, and Epicurus was opposed to including reason/ concepts in how we know
what is true. But since you didn't say that outright, it may not be what you meant.

This is an example of a time when I am not afraid to put forth a proposal for what, in
my personal philosophy, the prolepses are. Whether Epicurus thought the same, we will
never know, but when I read what he said, it sounds like my understanding of prolepses
are coherent with his.

For me, prolepses are innate pattern recognitions, which perform functions as simple as
organizing visual input so that different objects have boundaries and are seen as
separate from each other and as complex as the innate tit for tat sense of justice.
There are no concepts in my Canon-- a pattern recognition is different from a concept
or even a "what it is". Pattern recognition could certainly help predict "what it does or
will do", but that isn't a concept either. I wish I could ask Epicurus, but I think if we
spoke the same language and he had access to current developmental research, he
would agree with me. I just can't prove it or insist on it.

Because this one is trickier, I would personally not pin it down in a list of things my
fellow Epicureans needed to agree on.
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Anticipations is one of the doctrines that took me the longest to grasp. When I wrote my book, I
was trying to relate it to epigenetics. I agree that all canonic faculties must be pre-rational. The
verbiage I used is from the best explanation of the anticipations that I have found from a
Spanish-language source:

Canónica: criterios para la interpretación de la instalación del individuo en la realidad

http://holegon.net/wp-content/upl…n%C3%B3nica.pdf
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