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Post by “Elayne” of December 22, 2019 at 8:39 PM

14 is fine

15-- I am not sure what you mean by this. It is unclear, and it seems to leave the door open for
Stoicism. Again you link to your own writing, which does contain original quotes this time, and
you end with this "Consistent with what’s been said before, in Fragment 112 Diogenes states
that the “sum of happiness is our disposition, of which we are masters”, by which he argues
against choosing a career in military service-which produces dangers to our lives and health-or
public speaking-which produces nervousness and insecurity. The idea is that we can more
easily be self-sufficient in our pleasure if we retain our ability to control our mental disposition."

By arguing against military service, Diogenes is saying we control our disposition by taking
action to control our circumstances. Similar to Epicurus advising not to commit crimes, because
we will be anxious about getting caught. He doesn't say we can do what we want, because we
can have control over our mental dispositions anyway.

With all the "new thought" stuff going around and the revival of the Stoic belief that external
circumstances are of no consequence-- that something in us is controlling our attitude and
feelings, unaffected by the world around us-- | think this is not a Tenet | would endorse. | would
say rather that we can act on the external world and thus create pleasure for ourselves.
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