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Post by “Cassius” of December 21, 2019 at 12:05 PM

Quote from Nate

Cassius, Hiram actually created me a login with the Society page to publish the piece
after he read it, so I'm just posting this for peer review.

Yes, that makes a lot of difference. I've always been sensitive about when | or someone else is
speaking for themselves vs when they are speaking for some kind of group entity. Everyone
has their own opinions and deserves total latitude (as far as | am concerned) in holding them.
The issues arise when we speak or write and imply that what we are saying amounts to
speaking for someone else, or for a group, for obvious reasons. It's a difficult balancing act. The
part in the last sentence about Epicurus being one of many is consistent with the manner in
which Hiram often writes, and is a style that makes sense when trying to appeal to wider
audiences, and it's not something that | am generally comfortable with myself -- but it all
depends on the context and all the surrounding circumstances. As a personal opinion stated by
you or anyone else it can come across as a totally benign remark, but if affixed to a "group"
statement made by a group devoted to Epicurean philosophy then it could come across with a
much different implication.

Issues like this are an inevitable part of trying to "grow" something so | don't see them as bad -
it's just necessary to work through them.
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