Epicurean Painting: "Hide and Seek in the Garden of
Epicurus, Leontium and Ternissa" - William Stott of
Oldham (1857-1900)

Post by “Joshua” of December 11, 2019 at 12:54 AM

Stott (a painter who until now was completely obscure to me) has another work of interest. His
"Venus Born of the Sea Foam" begs comparison to "The Birth of Venus" by Sandro Botticelli. In
Botticelli's scene the erotic energy of Venus is tempered by Classical order; the demurring and
discrete goddess doted upon by the personifications of nature on the shore of a calm sea.

In Stott's vision, Venus emerges from restless, turbulent waters with a naked, wild and celtic
air. As described by Lucretius, a "bird of the air" is first to proclaim her. Almost the only nod to
Classical order in this painting is the empty shell of a chambered nautilus covering her breast in
reflection, and lying nearly out of scene.
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