Wilson (Catherine) - "How To Be An Epicurean”

Post by “Elayne” of December 10, 2019 at 8:27 AM

Epicurus was highly successful in his time, and part of the reason is that he did not waste time
debating opponents in the public square. By forming his own Garden, he was able to teach
uninterrupted and to build a base from which outreach could occur. This strategy resulted in
widespread adoption of his philosophy for centuries after his death. And that is what we are
doing, following Epicurus' example of developing a strong, clearly defined hub from which to
send our "leaflets" into the public space.

The success of competing philosophies does not rest only upon accuracy but upon many other
factors, including power and timing. In that circumstance, it is critical to develop a strong
nucleus, with a clear identity, and proceed carefully. Being more concerned with numbers than
clarity at this stage only results in dilution of the philosophy and eventually an unrecognizable
amorphous mess.

When powerful opponents are actively promoting interpretations of Epicurus which require the
ignoring of some of his own writing and life, we are not forfeiting any right to lament their
deplorable actions just because we've chosen to build our opposition carefully and in circles
where they have less influence. That is an astonishing assertion.

When developing a non-violent resistance to tyranny, do you send 3 or 4 revolutionaries to yell
at the established army? Instead of taking time to build a strong movement in places where the
army hasn't bothered to frequent?
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