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Quote from Nate

I'm looking for clarification on the following quotation by De Witt:

"...Epicureanism was primarily a cult of the founder..."

To many followers, Epicurus was a salvific figure, a cultural hero of humanism and science.
Plotina (stepmother of Emperor Hadrian, circa 120 of Common Era) called Epicurus her Savior,
Lucian praised him as holy (in Alexander the Oracle Monger, also by the second century), and
Lucretius refers to Epicurus also in soteriological / salvific language saying that he alone among
men pierced the nature of things and elevating him to cosmological significance because of
that. This was late, but even in the early Garden, Colotes revered Epicurus.

One of the reviews of Catherine Wilson's books, or one of her articles (the Aeon one?) shows a
depiction of Epicurus looking like a Savior figure and with the serpent of superstition / religion
under his feet, which is reminiscent of how the Virgin is represented in Catholic imagery, but of
course this derives from Lucretius' praise in DRN, and how he casts away the darkness of the
mind. So this is how Epicureans referred to him. This imagery is positively religious-looking.

And, of course, in "the Sculpted Word" there is a full study of the Epicurean sculptural tradition
and how Epicureans used art in their missionary work. These sculptures invariably appealed to
religious feelings by consciously and purposefully imitating Greek religious standards.
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