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Post by “Joshua” of December 1, 2019 at 7:46 AM

| came across something that might interest you, Charles; although it's likely you've already
found it yourself.

In a footnote to the Loeb edition of Lucretius there was mention of an influence upon Byron's
Childe Harold, which | went to read. (We read passages from this work in college, but I could
remember nothing). Byron adapts Lucretius' description of Mars vanquished by Venus (IV:LI),
and then goes on to panegyrize several Italian renaissance figures—Angelo, Alfieri, Galileo,
Machiavelli, Dante, and Petrarch. He then praises the "bard of prose...he of the Hundred Tales
of Love".

This turns out to have been a reference to Boccaccio and his Decameron. | knew the title but
had never read it. Upon reading the wikipedia article I found reference to your Guido
Cavalcanti!

This is a roundabout way of saying that the ninth story of the Decameron touches on
Cavalcanti, and is worth a look.
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