
A New Angle of Attack? Thomas Jefferson Hogg
Post by “Joshua” of November 28, 2019 at 3:28 PM

Quote

The world is deeply indebted also to epicureans and materialists; it is a great benefit to
mankind, that in every generation a small body of innocent, estimable, and apathetical
men should be found ready to demonstrate practically, that their narrow sect cannot
possibly flourish; that we cannot live upon this world alone.

Plato and Aristotle have fed thousands, but to whom did Epicurus ever give a morsel of
bread?

I wasn't sure where to put this one, but I found it interesting. This is Thomas Jefferson Hogg, an
English barrister, writing in his biography of lifelong friend Percy Bysshe Shelley. He had
mentioned Shelley's reading of materialist authors, and then tossed out this gem.

The really interesting thing is that Shelley and Hogg were both expelled from Oxford for their
joint authorship of a pamphlet called The Necessity of Atheism, a text that argued against
special creation while at the same time allowing Spinozoan Pantheism.

There's a book out by Michael Vicario on Shelley's Intellectual System and its Epicurean
Background. I don't have it, but I think I'll try to get a copy.

[I should just note that Shelley's family were outraged by Hogg's biography, so we should keep
that in mind. The above quote appears to be all Hogg.]
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