
Threads of Epicureanism in Art and Literature
Post by “Joshua” of November 24, 2019 at 8:11 PM

Note; If I have Cassius' permission, I wanted a place to simply list minor treatments of
Epicurean characters, motifs, and themes in works by Non-Epicureans. The purpose is a
simple reference; if you find something interesting, add it to the list. If something on the list
merits attention and/or discussion, start a thread and we'll talk about it! Entries should include
Author, Title, Year/Period, Brief Description of Relevance.

_______________________________________________

Walter Pater; "Marius the Epicurean"; 1885; Victorian Historical Novel set in Imperial Rome

Alfred Tennyson; "Lucretius"; 1868; Victorian Poem treating the alleged madness of Lucretius

Sir Francis Hastings Doyle; "The Epicurean"; 1841; A Poem that actually takes Epicureanism
seriously! Here

George Eliot; "Romola"; 1863; A Novel. By reputation, the character of Tito Melema is an
unsympathetic portrayal of an Epicurean.

Pierre Jean de Beranger; "The Epicurean's Prayer"; ~1850; A difficult poem. I suspect it loses
something in translation? Here

Piero di Cosimo; "The Forest Fire"; 1505; A painting, said to be inspired by De Rerum Natura.

______________________________________________

I hope this thread works out! Someone (I think Charles?) planted the seed in my head a few
weeks ago. Once we've got something good going we could work on arranging by period and
artistic movement.

Edit; To clarify, "Non-Epicurean" here just means a figure that we don't already know to be
Epicurean. It's ok—and welcome!—if the figure is sympathetic to the school.
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https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1289-threads-of-epicureanism-in-art-and-
literature/?postID=5372#post5372

https://books.google.com/books?id=n0vsV1CBRK0C&pg=PA205&lpg=PA205&dq=the+epicurean+sir+francis+hastings+doyle&source=bl&ots=I1FpW8WIq3&sig=ACfU3U2Dl7zBA4G7qDOsiFJw6sWaByiG7w&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjKtNackoTmAhVRJDQIHQOMDmcQ6AEwBXoECAYQAQ#v=onepage&q=the%20epicurean%20sir%20francis%20hastings%20doyle&f=false
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