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Cassius I was wondering the same thing about DeWitt's list; it seems like deriving "virtues" from
the texts would involve interpretation of some sort. (Re the Skype calls, I keep hoping to make
it, but an ongoing project is dragging on and Sunday mornings are my only time to catch up on
sleep here on the west coast  Hopefully I'll make it this week! )

Garden Dweller, life is the greatest good. That might be the closest thing to an absolute for any
living thing and definitely enters into any decision. But two examples which I think illustrate the
subjectivity of how to preserve life are:

- skydiving or other thrill seeking would be considered by some to be foolishly dangerous, by
others to be as important as living

- for some people, living with a serious and extremely painful illness can be looked upon as
another adventure or challenge and something to be endured, for others it's a reason to end
life

Therefore it could be said that even the decision to live or die can be subordinate to the
individual's weighing of pleasure and pain, moderated by a very large portion of prudence.
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