
Is Self Preservation a Virtue?
Post by “Godfrey” of November 7, 2019 at 2:14 PM

That's an excellent and incisive question Cassius.

Following my current thinking to its conclusion, the only virtue I would recognize is prudence.
DeWitt lists several virtues in EAHP. The dictionary definition of virtue is "high moral standard".
The definition of morality is principles of right and wrong and/or good and bad behavior. As I
understand it, in a universe of atoms and void there is no objective morality. Prudence then
becomes the mother of all morality as it is necessary for making good choices.

Getting from the mother to a list of children involves, it seems, subjecting various potential
candidates to the Canon as well as to hedonic calculus. In order for something to pass the
hedonic calculus as being worthy of being labeled a virtue, it would need to have a pleasurable
result in all cases. Self preservation didn't survive this process, in my mind.

As for labeling other things as virtues, I haven't yet gone through this process as I'm just
figuring it out. Which is a reason why Garden Dweller's initial question is an excellent question!
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