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Schema oxymoron is a rhetorical play-trick. As we say "a prudent prodigal, "a fast turtle" "an
ascetic hedonist" etc. Schema oxymoron is a rhetorical device that uses an ostensible self-
contradiction to illustrate a rhetorical point or to reveal a paradox. A more general meaning of
"contradiction in terms" is recorded by the οxford english dictionary in 1902.

"We live longer but in a sicklier fashion".

The above sounds to my ears as a schema oxymoron. Because, if we were lived in a sicklier
fashion/way we won't manage to live longer than our ancestors.

But any way, and as our friend Elayne indicates through eras and periods in the history of
medical science, and on the basis of environmental conditions, and molecular genetics there
are diseases that appear and diseases that disappear. However, the efforts by the doctors on
medical science are holding very well, till today, as are continuous, and especially in our era on
molecular genetics, neurogenetics etc. Moreover, in a Nature of the multiple causes and
multiple effects/results it is totally unscientific to draw such kind of conclusions as Mrs. Wilson
does with the above phrase. But it is well known now, that in academician circles of philosophy,
such kind of claims as conclusions have led to the confusion that means also that when
someone does not have many sources of scientific studies and researches his/her claim/theory
is foolishness.

"Now all goes on without disturbance as far as regards each of those things which
may be explained in several ways so as to harmonize with what we perceive, when
one admits, as we are bound to do, probable theories about them. But when one
accepts one theory and rejects another, which harmonizes as well with the
phenomenon, it is obvious that he altogether leaves the path of scientific inquiry
and has recourse to myth". - Epicurus to Pythocles
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