Wilson (Catherine) - "How To Be An Epicurean”

Post by “Elayne” of November 5, 2019 at 7:25 PM

Todd, although we have more of certain diseases, we've gotten the ability to treat or cure
others, and on balance | think it would need proof to say we are overall sicklier. Cancer rates
actually appear to be about the same now as in early humans-- wild animals get cancer-- but
we can treat it now in many cases. There's evidence that infections are milder in developed
countries partly because less virulent strains out compete the ones that kill you quickly. In less
developed places, people are stuck going around with guinea worms, etc-- all sorts of parasites
that make life wretched. There's a theory we've traded that for autoimmune dz and allergies,
but I'll take a walnut allergy over a guinea worm any day. We can cure sexually transmitted
diseases that used to result in chronic misery, like syphilis. Childbirth fistulas are rare now. It
would be hard to set up a comparison, but her statement strikes me as extreme. Pet peeve of
mine, professionally. Non medical people making extreme claims without citations. Lol
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