Wilson (Catherine) - "How To Be An Epicurean”
Post by “Cassius” of November 5, 2019 at 5:28 PM

In response to Godfrey's and Hiram's encouragement to me to post more, let me focus on this
first:

Quote from Godfrey

You've created a remarkable amount of valuable content which could add a lot to the
discussion

And so did Norman DeWitt, in writing what | think is by far the best book on Epicurus in 100
years. Did he break through in the long term into the academic circles, or is he ignored?

Quote from Hiram

You should pitch your own articles to publications like Partially Examined Life, etc.

And that's part of the same issue. The "mainstream" places of discussion aren't just unaware of
the DeWitt / Alternate argument -- they DISAGREE with it -- and if they have their way, they will
also SUPPRESS it, which is why it can only arise *outside* and not *within* or even *with the
encouragement of* the "mainstream" circles.

| don't think it is very helpful to categorize the issue as a "political" divide unless we also trace
the same divide through the "politics" of the last 2000 years. But the big issue is that there is
an elitist class (and | am talking about Platonic-style elitism) that has always wanted to control
the conversation, and always will want to control the conversation, and they see Epicurus
clearly as a threat to their power and their elitism. So my view has been and remains largely
that we have to build our own base among the common people on the street who Cicero looked
down on, rather than looking to the establishments of the elite.

Now having said that | am sure that there are some good people in Academia, and some in the
mainstream platforms, who will be open to the alternative view. In some cases that is going to
be because they are surprised that there IS an alternate view, since they don't know there is
another view, as they have been so successful in shutting down DeWitt.

And | do want to do what | can to circulate my / our material in much wider circles. But | think
Twitter and social media are likely to be more productive than to try to get sanction from the
organs of the establishment.

Nevertheless | am up for any avenues that will accept our material!

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1200-wilson-catherine-how-to-be-an-epicurean/?postID=5168#post5168 1



https://www.epicureanfriends.com/index.php?thread/1200-wilson-catherine-how-to-be-an-epicurean/&postID=5165#post5165
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/index.php?thread/1200-wilson-catherine-how-to-be-an-epicurean/&postID=5164#post5164
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1200-wilson-catherine-how-to-be-an-epicurean/?postID=5168#post5168

