Wilson (Catherine) - "How To Be An Epicurean”

Post by “Cassius” of November 5, 2019 at 8:36 AM

Quote from Elayne

5) P 24, discusses what she sees as the 3 key claims of Epicurus-- material nature of
reality, no divine oversight, and finality of death. Although | do think these are
important, | do not know that | would consider them more important than the way he
put subjective feelings of pleasure and pain into the Canon or that this can be derived
from those 3 items without the experience of feelings.

| completely agree. | was talking with someone privately yesterday who made a statement to
the effect that ETHICS is the most importan, and that epistemology and physics are subsidiary.

| said that | think the deemphasis of physics and epistemology is the pattern of "the Cambridge
approach" and as a result they end up staying in the "rationalist / platonic / stoic" camp and
they force-fit Epicurus into their pre-existing models. But if you thoroughly fix in your mind first
in the physics - that the universe has NO supernatural or eternal ideal goals, then it's easier to
dismiss those and follow "pleasure and pain" to their logical conclusions. And also with the
epistemology the same thing - the role of reason/logic vs the senses anticipations and feelings
is pretty much the whole ball game too, because "reason / logic" is how all these supernatural
and/or ideal virtue ethics are supported --

The real issue here is FEELING vs the abstractions of logic

Which can be reconciled if we recognize Feeling as the king, and reason/logic as the tools for
maximizing our best feelings, but NOT reconciled if reason/logic is allowed to be the ultimate
judge of "proper feeling."
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