The Hedonistic Calculus - explained through an
equation

Post by “Charles” of November 4, 2019 at 11:22 AM

Quote from Cassius

Could you explain your questions? Why would duration be irrelevant to "unnecessary"
desires?

Maybe | should've rephrased, but duration is *only* relevant to these unnecessary desires.

I'll be bookmarking this thread, I've spent too much time on the forums today while in my office
(lol). In the meantime, I'll be thinking of replies. On the old Discord, Ethan and | used to discuss
the 3 types of desires quite frequently, and while | do agree that many non-Epicureans tend to
focus on them, | do think they are indispensable for getting rid of the idea that we are just
"blanket hedonists" and a good teaching tool for those new looking to learn more.

Of course what may be necessary to someone, may be unnecessary to someone else (insulin
comes to mind). But that is the nature of desire regardless of any philosophy - we just choose
to embrace it.
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