
The Wise Man Will Marry and Have Children ...
According To The Circumstances of His Life
Post by “Cassius” of October 28, 2019 at 3:47 PM

Joshua if you recall the thread at some point and could link it here I would appreciate it. Also, I
presume you are correct, not knowing anything about Greek myself, but what do you think
accounts for otherwise reputable translators deciding (at times) to make it seem clearly
negative, as if marriage is never advised?

This conversation was extended further at FB by Shahob citing this:

"Interesting... According to Eric Brown, "He also counsels against contributing to the 'polis' by
starting a family; marriage and children are too much trouble."
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To which I Cassius responded:

Thanks for pasting that reference, Shahab. I know nothing about Eric Brown, but I have a
feeling that people frequently read into Epicurus what they *wish* to read into him. For
example in that comment is the editorial addition "against contributing to the polis..." I see no
reference whatsoever to that angle in the DL quotes, and that sounds like someone who is
focused on the politics of child-raising and the state. And did he cite both sides of the textual
issues he referenced? Or say why he comes down against Bailey and Strodach, two highly
respected commentators? And even the "too much trouble" gives off an air of flippancy where
none is indicated in the texts.

I don't think issues like this are small, either. This excerpt rings to me as a good example of
someone who uses Epicurus to grind their own axe, rather than looking to apply a
comprehensive understanding of the big picture in a way someone sympathetic to Epicurus
(someone like DeWitt) would do.

----

For perspective on Mr. Brown's views, here are some of his viewpoints taken today from his
website. https://pages.wustl.edu/ericbrown/research
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Even more revealing is this. With "friends" like these, Epicurus hardly needs enemies:
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