Pleasure vs Happiness (?) Discussion of Hiram's "In
Defense of Eudaimonia"

Post by “Cassius” of October 20, 2019 at 7:42 PM

Quote from JJElbert

To put the matter succinctly; not "eudaimonia", or "happiness", or "minimalism", or
"freedom from pain", or "letting go", BUT

"Bold-stroke-capital-P-comically-oversized-cartoon-mallet-PLEASURE"

And not just because | am a radical, or | think Epicurus was devoted to radicalism for the sake
of radicalism, but for the reason | just summarized to Todd: admit that ANYTHING is a required
component of the ultimate good, and you are left drowning without a life-preserver until you
admit that REASON/LOGIC/WISDOM is required to identify that good, and probably (if you are
Aristotle) money and other accoutrements of being a noble Athenian. You will quickly be led to
find that this "art of slicing and dicing" the components of the good is really the essential thing,
and you will ultimately (if you are persuaded by "reason") be forced to admit that Venus is held
in too high an esteem by Epicurus, as Plato urged on Philebus.

I wish | were more of an expert on Philebus myself, but | have read it several times and these
arguments are indeed there.

And what we are reading in the letter to Menoecus is essentially a summary letter written to a
student who would in all likelihood have been familiar with those Platonic arguments as the
"gold standard" on discussing pleasure as a potential competitor for "the good."
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