Happy Twentieth of October, 2019: What Would A
Local Epicurean Organization Look Like?

Post by “Joshua” of October 19, 2019 at 10:22 PM

Benjamin Franklin learned to read lItalian by "gamifying" his studies with a chess-playing
acquaintance. The victor of that day's chess match had the ‘'right', mutually agreed to, to
impose a linguistic task on the vanquished. You might order your opponent, for example, to
translate a passage into English, or to memorize a section of Italian grammar. In that way, he
writes in his autobiography, "we thus beat one another into the language".

Since | would love to be more disciplined with language study, | would like a local Epicurean
group to reinforce classical language studies somehow. Greek and Latin being the obvious
choices, although it wouldn't have to end there.

The major business, of course, would be to enjoy in fellowship all of those pleasures that
conspire to make a happy life. Shared meals, pleasant walks, the study of local natural
sciences, literary discussions, etc.

The dream school would be straight out of Frances Wright; a special 'temple' and garden were
there is always something happening, where you can come and go as you please, and where
scholars fill the days with their own pursuits while always having time for the broader group
project.

And in THAT dream, | don't have a job [T]
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