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More: This is definitely a thread of reasoning that does not need to go in the wrong direction,
but it is still HUGE: the divergence between "reason" and "feeling/sensations" is at the heart of
the opposition between Epicurus and the other Greeks. And it fits well within the scope of the
recent discussion we have been having about "the gods" --- the recurring question is how we
deal with issues about which we don't have all the direct evidence we would like to have.

We can invest our trust in "logic" and "words" and "concepts" or we can draw the line at their
limit -- which is that they can't take us further than ultimately can be tied back to our
sensations and feelings. But that is exactly what the lure of "reason" calls us toward -- to think
that we can go further than nature and totally create our own reality, rather than working to
reshape the reality around us to the extent we are able -- not forcing nature, but persuading
her, in the words of the text.

Academia can be great, or it can turn into "priests of reason" which is just as oppressive as
priest of the purely religious kind.
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