
Epicurus, gods and God
Post by “Cassius” of October 17, 2019 at 12:35 PM

Yes Godfrey I think this is in the general discussion forum so eventually I will move it to the one
on Epicurean gods, and we can start related threads there.

Also: i am out on my phone so this is clipped but notice also how the limited way we see here
that Epicurus viewed gods seems inconsistent with the "why call him god" "riddle" that is
attributed to Epicurus by Lactantius? The premises of that "riddle" are so different from what
Epicurus himself wrote that there must be major garbling in attributing that to him.

To clarify: The "riddle" sounds much more like it was written against a Judeo-Christian view of
an all-powerful god, and is effective because it takes their presumptions of omnipotence,
omniscence, etc and points out that their god doesn't use those powers. It seems to me that
Epicurus would never have agreed to presume those attributes in his own definition of "god."

So my conclusion in making this comment that one of the most well-known statements of
Epicurus about gods probably should be viewed with suspicion as coming from him at all. From
later Epicureans maybe yes, but probably not Epicurus himself.
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